
EMBRACING RESPONSIBILITY 
Ruth 3:10-13; 4:1-6, 9-17 

 
 The concept of behaving responsibly is closely tied to the idea of doing “what is right” 
with regard to our involvements with everything and everyone within our sphere of influence.  If 
we listed all our relationships, we might group them into our connections and interactions with 
God, our own self, other people, and even the physical world around us.  In a sense this whole 
idea is what life and living is all about.  In a deeper philosophical sense it impacts the answer to 
the question of “why do I exist?”  Do people think their purpose in life is to “eat drink and be 
merry” or “make the world a better place?”   
 Understanding what our responsibilities are is only part of the solution.  The major hurdle 
for most of us is to embrace these requirements by taking initiative to fulfill what we know we 
should do.  How to do this is not always straight forward.  All of us have probably had occasions 
where we saw a need and sensed a responsibility to do something about that need but realized 
that the major responsibility belonged to someone else.  What should we do in such situations?  
Do we hold back and wait to be asked to help or take initiative to meet the need at the risk of 
seeming to be presumptuous?    
 The story of Naomi, Ruth and Boaz shows how these three responded to the opportunity 
to act in a responsible way.  Perhaps we can discover some general guidelines by learning how 
they handled the opportunities they encountered.    
 While most of the emphasis of the focus passages is related to the responsible behavior 
shown by Boaz, we see that Naomi initiated the sequence of events that resulted in a positive 
outcome.  We’ve all heard the jokes and jabs about mothers-in-law by the comedians, but here 
we see that Naomi was aware of a need in the life of Ruth and, instead of standing by to let 
things just happen, she took action to create an opportunity for Ruth.  We see this expression of 
responsibility to help Ruth find some semblance security for herself in the first part of Chapter 
three.  Ruth was advised to put herself in the presence of Boaz who might fulfill the role of 
redeemer for Ruth.   
 Warren Wiersbe pointed out that when the two widows came to Bethlehem, their plan 
was that Ruth would take care of Naomi and both of them eke out an existence the best they 
could. But now Naomi had a new plan.  If Ruth were to marry Boaz, then all of them can live 
happily ever after.  Naomi could tell from Ruth’s report of her earlier interaction with Boaz that 
he would be in favor of the plan, so she began to set things in motion.  In that day, the parents 
arranged marriages; so Naomi was not out of place in what she did.   
 Naomi was also considering her responsibility to provide for her own needs and, at the 
same time, do the right thing with regard to her deceased husband’s and sons’ heritage.  In 
fulfilling those responsibilities, she was careful to direct Ruth in the direction of developing a 
relationship with someone who could be a “redeemer” and not to just find a husband for her.  
Because of the laws regarding ownership of land, this person would need to be a kinsman who 
would be eligible to buy (or redeem) the real property of Elimelech.  If this union produced a 
son, then that son would be the inheritor of Elimelech portion and would also have responsibility 
to provide and care for Naomi.  
 Ruth also had responsibilities in that she needed to embrace in this process.  She could 
have thought only about her own self interests, but she had a sense of loyalty (which carries the 
idea of responsibility) to Naomi.  Since Ruth had more or less submitted herself to Naomi as her 
surrogate parent, she demonstrated responsibility to that relationship by following her advice 



regarding how to approach Boaz.   
 That leaves Boaz and the question of whether or not he would embrace any responsibility 
that might be his in this matter.  After Ruth did what Naomi advised her to do by going to the 
threshing floor and lying at the feet of Boaz, he was confronted with the need to make a decision 
in a matter about which he had apparently previously considered.  
 
Accepting Responsibility – 3:10-13 
10 Then he said, “May you be blessed of the LORD, my daughter. You have shown your last kindness to be better 
than the first by not going after young men, whether poor or rich. 11 “Now, my daughter, do not fear. I will do for 
you whatever you ask, for all my people in the city know that you are a woman of excellence. 12 “Now it is true I am 
a close relative; however, there is a relative closer than I. 13 “Remain this night, and when morning comes, if he will 
redeem you, good; let him redeem you. But if he does not wish to redeem you, then I will redeem you, as the LORD 
lives.  Lie down until morning.”  Ruth 3:10-13 (NASB95)  
 This was a very awkward situation in which Ruth took initiative to declare herself 
available for marriage and, in doing so, to declare that she would welcome a proposal from Boaz.  
This was counter to the conventional practice of the man (or his parents) taking the initiative that 
would lead to marriage.  Even today, people are surprised when a woman proposes marriage to a 
man.  This was a case where embracing responsibility on the part of Ruth was accompanied by 
substantial risk.  The first and most obvious risk was that she would be rejected and that would 
carry with it emotional pain.  The second risk was that such action would result in damage to her 
reputation as a woman of excellence.  The risks were not realized because Boaz was a person of 
noble character.   
 I would assume that Boaz was reluctant to initiate action that would have led to marriage 
because there were also inherent risks for him by taking such action.  He could have been 
rejected by Ruth which would not have been a great blow to his pride since he realized that he 
was much older than she.  A more important reason for him to hold back was the fact that he 
knew that he did not have the right of first refusal in fulfilling the responsibility of a kinsman 
redeemer.   
 Perhaps the “life lesson” for us today is to realize that there are many opportunities for us 
to embrace responsibilities that we have as individuals or as a church and the catalyst that is 
needed is for someone to take initiative to put a process in motion even though there may be 
risks involved in doing that.  In the case of Naomi, Ruth, and Boaz, it just took one step by 
Naomi to get the process started and to engage Ruth and Boaz to overcome their inertia to do 
what needed to be done.  It is important to realize that every process begins with a single step.  If 
we see something that is the “right thing to do” and take that step, then good things can result 
and continue for a long time.  The domino effect applies to taking the right action as well as 
taking wrong actions.  
 Boaz was emboldened to take action that he really wanted to do but needed some 
encouragement to carry out.  We sometimes forget how important encouragement can be for all 
of us and we miss many opportunities to be an encouragement to others which is a frequently 
unrecognized responsibility.   
 Boaz exercised self discipline in dealing with Ruth.  He showed her appropriate respect 
and did not attempt to take advantage of her needy situation.  He addressed her as “daughter” 
which put him in a position of being a protector and one who would provide care for Ruth.  He 
was also careful to make sure that nothing was done to harm her reputation for having come to 
the threshing floor as she did.   
 We also see that Boaz took a very realistic approach in telling Ruth what the alternatives 



were for them in going forward from that point.  He did not paint an overly optimistic picture for 
her so that her hopes did not become unrealistic expectations.  Sometimes, in the spirit of not 
being negative, we may tend to paint a picture of possible outcomes that are improbable.  We 
certainly want to have a positive approach to life but we have a responsibility to be realistic so 
that we are not overly disappointed when things don’t “work out” as we might like in an 
idealized world.   
 
Acting with Integrity – 4:1-6 
1 Now Boaz went up to the gate and sat down there, and behold, the close relative of whom Boaz spoke was passing 
by, so he said, “Turn aside, friend, sit down here.” And he turned aside and sat down. 2 He took ten men of the elders 
of the city and said, “Sit down here.” So they sat down. 3 Then he said to the closest relative, “Naomi, who has come 
back from the land of Moab, has to sell the piece of land which belonged to our brother Elimelech. 4 “So I thought to 
inform you, saying, ‘Buy it before those who are sitting here, and before the elders of my people. If you will redeem 
it, redeem it; but if not, tell me that I may know; for there is no one but you to redeem it, and I am after you.’ ” And 
he said, “I will redeem it.” 5 Then Boaz said, “On the day you buy the field from the hand of Naomi, you must also 
acquire Ruth the Moabitess, the widow of the deceased, in order to raise up the name of the deceased on his 
inheritance.” 6 The closest relative said, “I cannot redeem it for myself, because I would jeopardize my own 
inheritance. Redeem it for yourself; you may have my right of redemption, for I cannot redeem it.”  Ruth 4:1-6 
(NASB95) 
 Once the issue of redemption had come to the surface, Boaz did not tarry with regard to 
resolving the questions that needed to be answered.  Without making a big deal about obtaining 
an answer, he went about the process in an orderly and proper way.  He arranged to come in 
contact with the “closer relative” and to bring up the subject of Naomi’s need to sell the land that 
belonged to Elimelech.  It is possible that the land had already been “mortgaged” before 
Elimelech left for Moab in order to obtain money to survive during the famine.  In order to have 
that piece of land returned to the proper family, a kinsman would need to buy it back or redeem 
it.  During the family’s absence in Moab someone else would have been responsible for the land, 
but now that the harvest had been reaped the time had come for Naomi to negotiate the best 
possible outcome to have the land back under control of Elimelech’s family.  
 There would be some benefit for the closer relative to have control of the land and he was 
quite agreeable to put up the money to redeem the land.  He was ready to embrace the 
responsibility he had as a member of that family group with regard to committing to bringing the 
land back into the family.  Then Boaz told him the rest of the story.  Along with the land, there 
was also a responsibility of taking care of the widow of Elimelech’s son and the need to father a 
son who would eventually be the heir of that portion of the land.  To say the least, that addition 
really expanded and complicated the level of responsibility that the kinsman would need to take 
on.  This nearest kinsman was not willing to embrace that much responsibility since it would put 
the rest of his family at risk with regard to their inheritance.   
 D. A. Carson points out that Elimelech had a right to an heir. Ruth the Moabitess, his 
daughter-in-law, was still living, and the man who bought the field had the duty of raising an heir 
for the dead man through her. If a son were born, the land would revert to him and Elimelech’s 
property would remain in his family. The kinsman would then lose what he had bought and 
would have another family to take care of.  This is why he changed his response to “I cannot do 
it.”  The cost was too high.  The generosity of Boaz in accepting these financial losses becomes 
the more apparent. 
 This raises several questions with regard to how we handle responsibility and how far do 
we go in taking on responsibility.  Sometimes people take on responsibility in a particular area 
with the idea that doing so will be beneficial to someone else or even to themselves only to 



discover that the cost of such responsibility is far greater than they ever imagined.  We tend to 
overestimate our ability and resources and to underestimate the cost of taking on more 
responsibility.  Sometimes, the results of not controlling our commitments of how much 
responsibility we will embrace are that we wind up doing a poor job in many of the areas since 
we deplete the available resources of time and money.  We see this in people who have chosen a 
lifestyle that requires that they have jobs that demand so much of their time that their families 
suffer from neglect.  At the same time, many will attempt to live on borrowed money from credit 
cards rather than saying “no” to acquiring additional responsibility of having more and better 
things in life.  There is wisdom in being able to think through the consequences of our choices 
and to set our priorities so that we can meet responsibilities in a responsible way.  
 Could we make the case for saying that the nearest kinsman was negligent in refusing to 
make the needed sacrifice to help the family of Elimelech?  That may be a legitimate argument if 
there were no other alternatives.  However, Boaz had let him know that he was willing to take on 
the responsibility of the redeemer if he needed to do so.  This brings up another facet of our 
responsibility and that is to determine what other alternatives may be available to help those in 
need.  As it turned out, Boaz was a better choice for taking on the responsibility to be the 
kinsman redeemer.   
 
Embracing a Secure Future – 4:7-12 
7 Now this was the custom in former times in Israel concerning the redemption and the exchange of land to confirm 
any matter: a man removed his sandal and gave it to another; and this was the manner of attestation in Israel. 8 So the 
closest relative said to Boaz, “Buy it for yourself.” And he removed his sandal. 9 Then Boaz said to the elders and all 
the people, “You are witnesses today that I have bought from the hand of Naomi all that belonged to Elimelech and 
all that belonged to Chilion and Mahlon. 10 “Moreover, I have acquired Ruth the Moabitess, the widow of Mahlon, 
to be my wife in order to raise up the name of the deceased on his inheritance, so that the name of the deceased will 
not be cut off from his brothers or from the court of his birth place; you are witnesses today.” 11 All the people who 
were in the court, and the elders, said, “We are witnesses. May the LORD make the woman who is coming into your 
home like Rachel and Leah, both of whom built the house of Israel; and may you achieve wealth in Ephrathah and 
become famous in Bethlehem. 12 “Moreover, may your house be like the house of Perez whom Tamar bore to Judah, 
through the offspring which the LORD will give you by this young woman.”  Ruth 4:7-12 (NASB95) 
 After the encounter with the older relative of Naomi's and his refusal to exercise his 
option, then Boaz declared his intent in front of the witnesses. He took the responsibility for all 
the land and possession of Elimelech and that which would normally go to his two sons, all of 
which were now deceased.  He also took on the responsibility of Ruth the wife of Mahlon and to 
raise up children to perpetuate the name of that family.  Notice that the reason given was that the 
“name of the dead be not cut off from among his brethren.”  This preoccupation with preserving 
the name of a person may have been related to their idea of what "eternal life" was all about in 
that day and time.  
 This was a time of rejoicing for all those there that witnessed the transaction. There was a 
call for the blessing of God to be upon this union.  Notice what was important to these people.  
First, there was a need for a large family. The reference to Rachael and Leah recalls the fact that 
they and their handmaids bore 12 children to Jacob which grew into the nation of Israel.  Part of 
this desire for a large family had to do with economics in the agricultural economy that they 
were in.  Also, as was mentioned earlier, children were security for the ageing.  Second, there 
was the importance of having a good name, or as they put it to be famous at least in his 
hometown. The reference to Pharez and Tamar recalls the fact that foreign women had been 
taken as wives before by their ancestors and the results had worked out well.  
 Our values have changed somewhat in this day and age.  To have a very large family is 



thought to be irresponsible by some people.  Many are concerned about the earth being 
overpopulated and there not being enough food.  I really don't think that we have a lot to worry 
about.  Another change is that in many instances, children do not take care of their parents in 
their later years.  I remember reading in about an elderly gentleman that celebrated his 91st 
birthday by waiting all day long for some of his children to come see him.  All of his children 
lived within five miles of the rooming house where he lived. He waited all day and not one of the 
children came.  Times have really changed.  The importance of a good name is not as highly 
esteemed as it once was.  I think that this is a change for the worse in our culture. The society in 
which Boaz lived was one in which marriage outside of one’s nationality and religion was 
uncommon.  Nowadays when young people get married the place of commonalty of religious 
beliefs is not high on the agenda.  For non-Christians, this is understandable. However, for 
Christian youth, it is a formula for grief and sadness.  
 
Rewards of Fulfilled Responsibility – 4:13-17 
13 So Boaz took Ruth, and she became his wife, and he went in to her. And the LORD enabled her to conceive, and 
she gave birth to a son. 14 Then the women said to Naomi, “Blessed is the LORD who has not left you without a 
redeemer today, and may his name become famous in Israel. 15 “May he also be to you a restorer of life and a 
sustainer of your old age; for your daughter-in-law, who loves you and is better to you than seven sons, has given 
birth to him.” 16 Then Naomi took the child and laid him in her lap, and became his nurse. 17 The neighbor women 
gave him a name, saying, “A son has been born to Naomi!” So they named him Obed. He is the father of Jesse, the 
father of David.  Ruth 4:13-17 (NASB95) 
 The community of support seems to be focused toward Naomi.  She was the person most 
at risk in the society in which she lived and the child that was born to Boaz and Ruth represented 
security and preservation of the family name. There is also recognition of the devotion of Ruth to 
Naomi.  This type of care of one person for another is commendable and God blesses those 
relationships with fulfilled hope. 


