
CALLED 
1 Samuel 3:1-10, 17-21 

 
 There are so many voices calling out to us and are telling us that life has no purpose.  We 
hear, supposedly “smart” people making claims that we are just the result of some random 
evolutionary process.  They would have us believe that “when you are dead, you’re dead” and 
that is the end of it all.  I am so tired of hearing that nonsense when it is obvious to anyone who 
has eyes to see, ears to hear, and a mind of integrity that life did not and does not “just happen.”  
There is inherent in the heart of every cognizant person a realization that there something beyond 
this physical world which itself gives testimony that there is a Creator and there is a reality 
beyond physical death.  
 The advice that life is all “fun and games” and we should “grab all the gusto we can” and 
“the one who wins is the one with the most toys” is not only inane, it is empty-headed 
foolishness for the irresponsible.  Both “responsibility” and “accountability” call to us to become 
better and more noble each day and with every activity in which we engage.   
 While it may take years to develop excellence of character and ability, we realize that we 
have only so much time available to do that.  That realization drives us to press on with faithful 
courage in spite of the fact that we are not just “maturing” but that we are also “ageing.”   
 There are many challenges that would hinder us from doing our best as we go about 
living.  It is important that we not get caught up in the philosophy that we need to conform to 
what everyone else is doing in merely “going along to get along.”  Instead, we need to step out of 
the conformity (comfort zone) and take a stand for what is right, what is good, what is noble, 
what is pure, and demonstrate that boldness in meeting the challenges that life in this world 
throws at us.   
 People will promise many things that they cannot deliver as they attempt to secure our 
allegiance in following them.  In some cases, as we find ourselves striving toward a better future 
that we are always thinking that success (by accomplishing some great scheme) is just around the 
corner.  Others attempt to live in the glories of past successes.  It is much better to realize that we 
cannot control the future and what has been done is “over” and we cannot go back there.  What 
we do have are the present opportunities with which we can apply ourselves and trust the future 
to God who knows the past and the future.   
 When we think that everything is stacked against us and the system is rigged, we can 
look back to discover that some were able to overcome and rise above what might seem like 
useless drudgery.  In looking at such successes we can see evidences of what it takes and that 
“success” really is possible.  These examples can help those who are struggling to gain a new 
sense of hope to press on and not give up.  As we examine these lives, we will discover that 
success seldom comes in an instant but requires patience and endurance.  We should, therefore, 
have a sense of responsibility in our lives to leave a good example for others to follow in the 
future.    
 What voices are we listening to as we respond to what is happening in our lives?  Do the 
above ideas and concepts find any validity in what God was doing in and with the life of 
Samuel?     
 We might say that Samuel was a man, if not for all seasons, but a man for all reasons.  He 
was born into the priestly line of the Tribe of Levi and fulfilled a role of priest to the Israelites.  
He was the last, the most famous, most capable and most faithful of the fifteen judges in the 
history of Israel.  He was called of God to be the first of a series of prophets to Israel after an 



extended period of time when there was no prophetic voice in that nation.  As a prophet, priest 
and judge he was a type of Christ whom we recognize as the ultimate Prophet, Priest and King.  
 It is truly fascinating how God created a series of events that lead to the preparation of 
Samuel for what God had called him to do.  We are familiar with the account of how his mother 
Hannah (who was considered barren) had promised God to dedicate her yet unborn son to the 
service of God.  Samuel literally grew up in the Tabernacle of the Lord.  All he learned as child 
was significantly influenced by the rituals and symbols that were associated with the worship of 
Jehovah.  His mother would visit him on occasions and made garments for him that were typical 
of what the high priest would wear in carrying out priestly duties.  He had duties in the 
Tabernacle and he literally served as an apprentice under the direction of Eli who was the high 
priest and a judge of Israel.  It should not be a surprise that he became judge, fulfilled the duties 
of high priest and God trusted him with prophetic messages.   
 In his 1802 poem, The Rainbow, William Wordsworth included a line that read “The 
child is father of the man.”  The meaning of this is obvious that it is necessary to groom children 
to adopt healthy attitudes and positive traits so that they grow up to be balanced individuals.  It is 
also obvious that God had a plan to groom the boy Samuel to be a judge, a faithful priest, and a 
reliable prophet.  Some have suggested that all our positive and negative traits are established 
when we are young.  If we watch children at play, they will demonstrate certain characteristics 
which remain with them forever.  This should cause us to seriously wonder about modern 
parenting practices that are used today where the “grooming” is being done with video games, 
the cartoon channel and Sesame Street.  We should not be surprised when the resulting adults 
turn out to think they live in a world that things magically happen as in video games, that there 
are no long-term consequences to anything that happens as in cartoons, and they act like puppets 
controlled by some unseen hand of manipulators.   
 
The Setting – 3:1-3 
1 Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD before Eli. And word from the LORD was rare in those days, 
visions were infrequent. 2 It happened at that time as Eli was lying down in his place (now his eyesight had begun to 
grow dim and he could not see well), 3 and the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the 
temple of the LORD where the ark of God was,  1 Samuel 3:1-3 (NASB95) 
 Samuel was about twelve years old at the time when God called him.  Since a priest could 
not officially serve or minister in the role of priest until he was thirty years old, the boy Samuel 
did the work of an assistant under the close direction of Eli.  Little is mentioned about what and 
how extensive the service of worship was at Shiloh during this time in the history of Israel.  
During the time in the wilderness when the Tabernacle was moved from place to place, there 
were many people used to set up and take down the tents and the walls of the enclosure and to 
physically move everything associated with the worship of God.   
 After completing the conquest of Canaan, Joshua had the Tabernacle centrally located at 
Shiloh where it remained up to the time of Samuel.  God started His preparation of Samuel 
during the time Eli was the high priest which was nearing the end of the time Israel was being 
governed by various judges.  This entire period was tumultuous with many physical and spiritual 
highs and lows.   
 In the normal course of events, Eli’s sons would have followed him in the role of priest 
and judge; however, they were not properly trained and they were certainly not disciplined in 
their conduct of life.  One commentary observed that they had turned the times of sacrifices into 
Bar-B-Que Nite for the Sons of Eli.  Because of their unrepentant behavior and their excesses, 
God had told Eli through “a man of God” that his family line would be cut off.  In 1 Sam 2:35 



we see “But I will raise up for Myself a faithful priest who will do according to what is in My 
heart and in My soul; and I will build him an enduring house, and he will walk before My 
anointed always.”  This prophetic message was not a reference to Samuel’s ministry but would 
find its ultimate fulfillment in Jesus Who was shown to be both the “faithful priest” and the 
“Anointed One.”  Partial fulfillment came about during the reign of David (the anointed one) 
when the priesthood was transferred from the house of Ithamar (one of Aaron’s sons) to the 
house of Eleazar (another son of Aaron).  Samuel served in his role of priest and judge during the 
turbulent transition period that resulted in Israel changing from a theocracy to a monarchy.   
 The spiritual condition of Israel at the time when Samuel was called, is summarized well 
in these verses we just read.  A word from the Lord was very infrequent.  The KJV used the term 
“precious” but the meaning was that it rarely happened.  What is our reaction when we are  
speaking to someone and we realize that they are not really listening?  Most of us would stop 
talking.  This was the problem in Israel – no one was listening to messages from God.   
 We also see a description of the physical ailment of Eli.  He was losing his eyesight and 
he could not see clearly.  This could also be an accurate description of the spiritual condition of 
Israel.  They were becoming more and more spiritually blind.  The third descriptive in this 
passage was that the “lamp of the Lord had not yet gone out.”  
 It is likely that one of the duties of the boy Samuel was to provide oil in the Menorah and 
to keep the light burning continually.  According to Leviticus 24:3 the lamps were to burn from 
evening until morning, so it was during the night or before dawn that the following incident 
happened.   
 
The Calling Voice – 3:4-8a 
4 that the LORD called Samuel; and he said, “Here I am.” 5 Then he ran to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you called 
me.” But he said, “I did not call, lie down again.” So he went and lay down. 6 The LORD called yet again, “Samuel!” 
So Samuel arose and went to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he answered, “I did not call, my son, 
lie down again.” 7 Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, nor had the word of the LORD yet been revealed to him. 
8a So the LORD called Samuel again for the third time. And he arose and went to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you 
called me.”  1 Samuel 3:4-8a (NASB95) 
 While Samuel was asleep, he was awakened by the call from Jehovah.  If it was an 
audible voice, it was not loud enough to awaken Eli.  It has happened that sometime when we are 
asleep that we will “hear” something such as someone calling our name or hear a knock on the 
door or the telephone ringing.  It could be part of a dream and it is so real that it wakes us.  
Apparently, Samuel was attuned to the needs of Eli and such a call from Eli may have happened 
in previous times.   
 In some other Scriptural accounts of God giving a message to someone there have been 
visions, perhaps a symbol of divine presence, some unusual sounds, or something other than 
what sounded like a familiar voice.  Why the difference?  It could be that God was gradually 
engaging this immature boy in order to prepare him to be open to the message without being 
overly frightened.  How many times have we seen accounts when such divine connections were 
made with other people that the first words in the message were “Don’t be frightened?”   
 After the third call, Samuel may have thought that not only could Eli not see very well, 
he was also losing his short-term memory.  However, by the third call, Eli had discerned that 
God was involved in what was happening to Samuel.   
 
The Realization and Response – 3:8b-10 
8b Then Eli discerned that the LORD was calling the boy. 9 And Eli said to Samuel, “Go lie down, and it shall be if He 
calls you, that you shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for Your servant is listening.’ ” So Samuel went and lay down in his 



place. 10 Then the LORD came and stood and called as at other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, 
for Your servant is listening.”  1 Samuel 3:8b-10 (NASB95) 
 By this time, the young Samuel was somewhat prepared in his expectations of what 
might happen next.  Some commentaries suggest that the three-call sequence was an indication 
to Eli that it was God who was calling.  I’m not at all sure that we should generalize this as proof 
of God speaking to us.  In many situations, we need to heed what God says immediately and if 
we don’t, then we may not be around to hear the second and third times He calls.   
 This fourth call was somewhat different in that God called Samuel twice in succession.  
This may be an indication of the importance of what he was about to hear.  Also, there was a 
visual (physical or spiritual) component to this latest encounter.  Another possible difference was 
that this time Samuel had not gone back to sleep and was awake as he waited for the call to 
come.  We could come up with several spiritual implications regarding the need to always be 
alert and listening for God’s message rather than being asleep.   
 The response that Eli told Samuel to use would suggest a predetermined willingness on 
the part of Samuel (the servant) to be obedient to what the Lord (Master) would tell him to do.  
This is the only acceptable response that any of us can have when God is leading us.  Most of us 
are not yet fully comfortable with prompt obedience to an undisclosed assignment.  In the 
majority of cases in the Scriptural accounts, God’s initial call does not have a lot of details of 
what is next.  Take the case of Abraham where God’s initial call was for Abram to leave his 
kinsmen and go to a place that God would show him.  In the encounter Saul had with the Lord on 
the road to Damascus, we recall a similar lack of details other than to go into Damascus and wait.  
Alexander Maclaren commented that “It is no obedience at all which says ‘Tell me first what you 
are going to bid me to do, and then I will see whether I will do it’.”  
 As it turned out, the Lord gave Samuel a prophetic message that was a confirmation of 
what Eli had been told earlier.  This confirmation was certainly consistent with the idea from 
Deuteronomy 19:15 that “in the mouth of two or three witnesses, a thing is confirmed.”   
 Some see this event as Samuel’s call to be a prophet of God to the nation.  He was 
certainly used by God in that way throughout his life.   
 
A Message – 3:17-18 
17 He said, “What is the word that He spoke to you? Please do not hide it from me. May God do so to you, and more 
also, if you hide anything from me of all the words that He spoke to you.” 18 So Samuel told him everything and hid 
nothing from him. And he said, “It is the LORD; let Him do what seems good to Him.”  1 Samuel 3:17-18 (NASB95) 
 We can imagine the reluctance of a twelve-year-old boy to tell the elderly Eli the bad 
news of what was going to happen when God would judge his family because of the bad 
behavior (iniquity) of Eli’s sons.  The problem was compounded by the fact that Eli had done 
nothing to correct or restrain the bad behavior.  Parents have responsibility that God has given to 
them as parents.  If parents fail to carry out their God-given responsibilities, then there will be 
God-initiated accountability since they are, in effect, honoring their children more than they are 
honoring God.   
 Eli had been warned and now that the warning had been confirmed, he submitted himself 
to God’s judgment.  The change did not happen immediately but the change in priestly 
leadership did get transferred from the descendant of Ithamar (one of Aaron’s sons) to the house 
of Eleazar (another son of Aaron).  
A Prophet – 3:19-21 
19 Thus Samuel grew and the LORD was with him and let none of his words fail. 20 All Israel from Dan even to 
Beersheba knew that Samuel was confirmed as a prophet of the LORD. 21 And the LORD appeared again at Shiloh, 
because the LORD revealed Himself to Samuel at Shiloh by the word of the LORD.   1 Samuel 3:19-21 (NASB95) 



 According to D. A. Carson in the New Bible Commentary, Eli continued as priest at 
Shiloh, and so did his evil sons; but already it was Samuel who attracted popular attention. The 
shrine itself became less important than the man of God, since God’s presence was clearly with 
him. Whatever Samuel foretold came true.  No longer was the prophetic word or vision a rarity, 
and all Israel came to realize this.  Dan was the most important town in the north of Israel, and 
Beersheba lay in the far south of the country; thus, Samuel’s reputation spread through the whole 
extent of the land.  God’s word came regularly to Samuel, and from Samuel it was passed on to 
all of Israel.  
 Just as Israel needed to hear a word from God, our nation needs to be listening to the 
word of God that is being proclaimed today.  In today’s world many are simply choosing to 
ignore God’s words and God’s warnings.  Just as the mantle of leadership was removed from the 
house of Eli, our nation is in the process of losing that role in the world today because we (as a 
nation) have failed to restrain evil and have even passed laws that prohibit such restraint.   


