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ACCEPTING RESPONSIBILITY

We see struggles related to freedom going on between nations, within societies, in the work
place, and even in families.  No matter how free a society is, limits have to be imposed to prevent
individuals from ignoring responsibility for their actions that harm the society or other individuals.

Within families children strive to get more freedom.  Parents are faced with balancing "how
much freedom to give" with "how responsible the child will behave" with his or her freedom.  A five
year old child may want his own car; however, he is not capable of accepting the responsibility that
such freedom would bring.  A 17-year-old teenager may also want a car so that Mom or Dad doesn't
have to take them where they need to go.  A parent may be reluctant to provide a car because he or
she doesn't want to give up their control over the child.  Another reason might be fear the child will
not be responsible with the new freedom.  If the request is granted, then the teen should realize all
the responsibility he must accept along with the car.  Complete freedom might carry responsibility
for car payments, insurance payments, paying for all service and repairs, and buying gasoline.  Faced
with such responsibility, a young person might opt for less freedom and fewer responsibilities.

As the nation of Israel matured, the people started to exercise their desire for more freedom
of choice in the kind of government they had.  They had been sort of a loose confederation of tribes
and really had much freedom since there was no central government.  Their laws were the Ten
Commandments and the law of Moses.  They had no elections and no royal families.  Natural
leadership of the older people in the communities was a way of life for them.  On a national level,
there were a succession of judges that provided a means to settle disputes and render judgements in
difficult cases.  Sometimes the judge was also the high priest of the nation.  Such was the case of the
last two judges Israel had, Eli and Samuel.

I SAMUEL 8:4-9   People always fear change.  They imagine that the worst will happen and
there is a lot of anxiety when people think change is going to occur.  The elders of Israel, thought that
Samuel might not have too many years left and they were concerned that his sons might be the new
judges in Israel.  It is difficult to try to figure out why they assumed that Samuel's sons would
automatically take his place.  There had not been any situation like that before in the history of the
nation.  Always in the past, God would choose a leader and bring him or her to prominence at the
right time.  

An interesting trait of human nature is that people would rather have less and have a choice
rather than have more with no choice.  In order to gain a choice, any excuse will do.  This decision
to go to Samuel was not a spur of the moment thing with them.  They had talked about it among
themselves and finally got up enough courage to go to Samuel with their request or demand for the
nation to have a king as the other nations did.  The elders stated two reasons for their request:  the
first was dissatisfaction with Samuel's sons and the second was a desire to be as other nations were.
The people had a legitimate concern about the sons of Samuel; however, the desire to be as others
are was not a valid reason for change.  God had raised up leaders in the past and He would do so
again if the people would trust Him.  They took another approach and determined for themselves
what would be best.  This is typical of what we do in our own lives.  We see a potential problem and
come up with our own solutions without regard to the will and purposes of God.

You can imagine that Samuel was extremely hurt by the request.  He felt as if the people had
rejected him in making such a request.  The elders were very careful to not criticize Samuel's way of
governing; however, there was an implied criticism of the way he had reared his sons.  It may have
been that Samuel had tried to do too much himself as prophet, priest and judge of Israel.  In doing
so much, he may have not paid enough attention to his family responsibilities.  Many people have
difficulty balancing multiple responsibilities and those things that are less urgent get left undone even
though they may be the most important things to do.

Even though Samuel was hurt, he did not argue with the elders.  He turned to God for
guidance.  Samuel could have tried to figure out a compromise or demanded that the elder repent.
He could have become angry and done many other things, but he turned to the One to Whom he was
responsible for direction.  This is exactly what we should do when we are confronted with
disappointment or rejection.



God provided insight to Samuel that show the root cause of the request that they should have
a king.  Humans are inherently rebellious and do not want to submit to any authority.  It is in such
rebelliousness that we find the root of sin.  If anything describes the Adamic nature of fallen man, this
one characteristic sums it up very well.

The real challenge in dealing with people who want to do things their own way is to give them
enough freedom to experience and learn but not enough for them to destroy themselves.  If we were
dealing with our children, then we would given them opportunities to try different things and warn
them of the consequences.  A really wise child would listen and then follow the advice of their
parents.  Most children want to make their own choices so strongly they will ignore the advice and
then learn lesson the hard way.  

God was willing to let Israel learn the lesson of how costly having a king can be by letting
them experience it.  God had Samuel warn them of the cost of such a choice.

I SAMUEL 8:19  It was predictable.  They already had their minds made up and did not want
to be confused with the facts.  It this so much the way we still operate.  We get something in our
minds to do and in spite of the fact it may be harmful to us, we will continue to carry out the plans
we started.  What they saw was the positives of having a king.  They would not be different, the king
would be a majestic person whom they could admire, he would be a great military leader.  They
refused to see the downside of their choice.

Because the people refused to heed the warning, God told Samuel to choose a king for them
and Saul was picked for the job.  After Saul had been anointed king, Samuel called the people
together and addressed them.  He reminded them of all the miracles God had performed for their
ancestors and for them.  He also reminded the people of what had happened when they forgot the
Lord and the trouble that came upon the people.  This apparently brought great conviction and the
people realized they had made a mistake in rejecting God's way.

1 SAMUEL 12:19-25  Just as a loving parent does not abandon a child because he or she
makes a bad choice, God does not abandon us when we make the wrong choices.  God calls us to
come back to Him and to continue to serve Him.  The problems come when we fail to realize the
loving forgiveness of our Heavenly Father and do not return to Him in obedience and faith.  If we
continue to go away from God, then we have no change of surviving.  God has not changed.  He still
calls for us to reverence Him and to serve Him in truth with all our hearts. 


