
Embrace God’s Perspective - Choosing a Leader
Every so often, many of us will go to the polls and vote for those that will be our leaders for

the next four years or next two years.  How DO we decide for whom we will vote?  Most of us vote
our emotions.  We call that a "gut feeling."  We hear many of the commentators talking about the
public appearances that the candidates make and they make comments that so-and-so will be trying
to appear presidential.  Appearance plays a big part in our emotional decisions.  It shouldn't, but it
really does.  We are so programmed to judge things on the basis of external appearance that we have
a difficult time "seeing" beyond the external.  As Christians, we tend to do the same thing with regard
to leaders in the Church.  Sometimes, I will hear a preacher on radio that sounds as if he is lacking
formal education and is not a polished speaker.  My tendency is to not listen to him, because I have
already pre-judged that he doesn't have anything important to say.  However, when I do listen, many
times the man is right on target and is calling people to a higher level of commitment to God and
holiness of life than most of the educated preachers I have heard.  I sometimes think, "That is what
we need to be hearing in our churches, BUT most of us would not heed what he said because of the
way he said it."  

When the people of Israel asked for a king, Samuel choose a person that they could literally
"look up to."  Saul stood head and shoulder above his countrymen.  We all know that being tall and
handsome did not prove to be enough to be the kind of leader that was needed for Israel.  Saul's
character was lacking the right qualities.  He was impatient, self-centered,  and  trusted   himself more
than he trusted God.  Because of these character faults, God took away His anointing of Saul as king
of Israel.

1 Samuel 16:1 (NASB95)
1 Now the LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul, since I have rejected him from being king
over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and go; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have selected (seen) a
king for Myself among his sons.” 

There were two specific incidents during Saul's reign as king that lead to his being rejected.  The
first was when he took it upon himself to offer a sacrifice rather than wait for Samuel to arrive. 
The second involved his disobedience in not totally destroying the Amalekites.  Samuel was very
saddened by Saul's failure.  Nevertheless, God had found a replacement for Saul and He instructed
Samuel to go anoint a new king that He had chosen from among the sons of Jesse in Bethlehem.  
Question: Have you ever had a situation in which you really liked a person but had to take him or her out of a
position of responsibility because of irresponsible behavior?  It can happen in churches - a popular pastor
commits an indiscretion and is asked to resign.   This may be the kind of feeling Samuel had for Saul.  He was
apparently a very likeable person and Samuel was disappointed by his failure.  

1 Samuel 16:2 (NASB95)
2 But Samuel said, “How can I go? When Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a heifer with
you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’

Samuel was afraid to do this.  He thought that Saul would kill him, if he found out.  
Question:  Is this concern compatible with the feeling of disappointment that Samuel had for Saul’s downfall? 
Can you like someone and be concerned about them doing something irrational at the same time?  

The Lord told him to take a heifer and go to Bethlehem to make a sacrifice as a reason to
be in the area in case Saul learned of his going there.  Apparently, it was not unusual for Samuel
to do the “circuit rider” thing as the judge and prophet and priest of the Lord.  Such a practice
would provide an opportunity for the people to engage in worship at a time other than the major
feast days in which people were required to go to Jerusalem.  
Questions: (1) Did you notice that there was NO mention of taking a heifer and making a sacrifice when God first
told Samuel to go to Bethlehem?  The heifer was a “cover” for the real purpose of the trip. This was done because
of the fearfulness of Samuel.  Why was he fearful?  He was fearful because of a lack of complete trust in God and
His ability to protect us in doing whatever He commands us to do. (2) Can you remember situations in your life in
which you thought you needed some “cover” to provide protection when you went to do what you knew was the
right thing to do? (3)  Can you think of something we might do either as an individual or as a church that might
need a cover for the real purpose of what we are doing?  (Evangelizing the lost - missionary work in Islamic
countries, inviting a neighbor to church, witnessing to a co-worker, etc.)



 
1 Samuel 16:3 (NASB95)
3 “You shall invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for Me the one
whom I designate to you.” 

Now that the “cover” had been set up, Samuel was given instructions as to what to do
next.  The specific next step was simply to invite the family of Jesse to the sacrifice.  So many
times we are reluctant to do something because we don’t know exactly what we will need to do in
all the steps.  We may know the ultimate goal and can see what the next step but not have a clue
as to what we will do after the first step.  This is where Samuel was - he knew the goal and God
did not tell him anything beyond the next step.  I have read that God gives us enough light to see
the next step, the rest is by faith.  “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet. . .” (Ps 119:105).  

God’s word to Samuel was simply, “do what I tell you and then I will show you what to
do next . . .”  
Questions: Can you recall a situation in which you knew what the overall objective was and you couldn’t see
anything but the first step?  What did you do?  If you could recognize such an opportunity and were told the
overall goal and the first step and that God would tell you what to do next, would you take that first step?

1 Samuel 16:4 (NASB95)
4 So Samuel did what the LORD said, and came to Bethlehem. And the elders of the city came trembling to meet
him and said, “Do you come in peace?” 

In case you are looking for a good example to follow, then we could check out what
Samuel did.  He did what the Lord said.  

Does it surprise you to read what the town’s reaction was when Samuel came to town? 
When Samuel arrived in Bethlehem, the town leaders were really frightened.  They may have
feared that Samuel had come to bring God's judgement upon them.  If they were like most people
(who have sin in their lives), they probably had reason to be afraid.  They asked, "Did you come in
peace?"  
Question: Do you think anyone in our nation would have a reaction of fear because of a possibility of an imminent
judgment of God?  Why or why not?  

1 Samuel 16:5 (NASB95)
5 He said, “In peace; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD. Consecrate yourselves and come with me to the
sacrifice.” He also consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 

Samuel assured them that he did come “in peace” and instructed the people to prepare
(sanctify or consecrate) themselves for the sacrificial offering that he would make.  Samuel took
special care to help prepare the family of Jesse for this event.  That consecration process was part
of the ritual that was mentioned in Exodus 19:10, 14, and 15.  

Consecration or sanctification means to set apart specifically for God’s use.  In the case of
the Children of Israel at the giving of the Ten Commandments, they were to clean up and wash
their clothes.  
Question:  What can we do to set ourselves apart for God’s use?  In other words, if there were a declaration to
consecration of yourself, what would you do?
   
1 Samuel 16:6-7 (NASB95)
6 When they entered, he looked at Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’S anointed is before Him.” 7 But the LORD
said to Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance or at the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for God
sees not as man sees, for man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.”

When they came together for the sacrifice, Samuel took one look at Jesse's oldest son and
thought, "He's the one!"  The tradition and custom of these people was that the eldest son was
favored in all thing.  Besides all that, Eliab was tall and handsome.  But God doesn't judge things
on the same basis as we do.  It did not matter that Eliab was the eldest son.  It did not matter that
he was tall and handsome.  Eliab may have been a very fine, brilliant person, BUT he was NOT
the one that God had chosen.  

1 Samuel 16:8-10 (NASB95)
8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and made him pass before Samuel. And he said, “The LORD has not chosen this one
either.” 9 Next Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “The LORD has not chosen this one either.” 10 Thus



Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel. But Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen these.” 
There was a certain quality that God looked for and he had found that in, not the eldest

son, but in the youngest son of Jesse.  He found it in David.  But David was not at the sacrifice. 
So all the sons of Jesse were paraded before Samuel and the Lord kept rejecting each one of
them.  When they got to the end of the line and no one was found, Samuel could have concluded
that God's word to him was in error and that he should just finish the sacrifice and go home to
Ramah.  That is what the typical person tends to do.  We see something in the Bible that doesn't
make sense to us and we conclude that there is error in the Word of God or I’m not interpreting it
correctly or that it doesn’t have applicability in the age in which we live.  Notice that Samuel had
not asked Jesse how many sons he had.  But Samuel knew that God does not make mistakes. 
Something was amiss and it was NOT God's word, something else was involved here that was not
apparent on the surface.

1 Samuel 16:11-13 (NASB95)
11 And Samuel said to Jesse, “Are these all the children?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, and
behold, he is tending the sheep.” Then Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he
comes here.” 12 So he sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, with beautiful eyes and a handsome appearance.
And the LORD said, “Arise, anoint him; for this is he.” 13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the
midst of his brothers; and the Spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward. And Samuel
arose and went to Ramah. 

David was the "kid" in the family.  The younger brother that no one really took seriously. 
Even his dad didn't think he would need to be at this event.  After all, he was the youngest.  But,
Samuel had to see for himself.  So David was brought from the pasture area outside town to the
place where the sacrifice was being celebrated.  He was a nice looking young man, but that was
not why God had chosen him.  

When David arrived, God told Samuel that this young man was the one He had chosen. 
So Samuel had David's family gather around and he poured the oil on David's head as a symbol of
God's anointing him to be king.  At that time, God also equipped David for leadership in that the
Spirit of the Lord came upon him.  We read or hear this and fail to recognize  that  for  us  today, 
the Spirit of the Lord is available to every Christian so they we can be empowered and equipped
to do God's will.  

We are familiar with the story of how David served in the court of Saul.  Even though
God had rejected Saul from being king and had removed His Spirit from Saul, Saul continued to
occupy the office of king in Israel.  Though David was the new king, he did not attempt to
overthrow Saul and take his rightful place.  He waited for God to bring about what He had
promised.  

Question: Can you think of any situations in our time where the church (or Christians) have
promises from God that are unrealized so that we are voluntarily under the authority of some
institution which has no authority from God.  How should we react in those situations?

What are the lessons for us to learn from this account of David being anointed as king of Israel?
1. God looks at the heart and not the external appearance.
2. If we pick leaders who are not the ones whom God would choose, then they will make

major errors and be removed.
3. God uses His leaders to accomplish His purposes but does not reveal to them all the steps

in getting to the goal.  
4. God gives us enough light to see the next step, the decision to obey is an act of faith.
5. We live in a time when hardly anyone has a fear of the impending judgement of God.  
6. God requires that we consecrate ourselves before he empowers us to serve.  Part of

consecration is to purify ourselves.  
7. If we find a misalignment of what the word of God says and our experience, we tend to

disregard the word and believe our experience.  Samuel (when he did not get confirmation
that the future king was at the sacrifice) questioned his experience and not God’s word.  


