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TRUSTING GOD'S PROMISES

The viability of relationships is measured in the amount of trust that exists between
two people.  It doesn't matter if the two are customer and supplier, just good friends, husband
and wife, parent and child, or God and man, the measure is still trust.  To have a working
relationship does not mean that you have to give me everything that I want (or vice-versa),
but it does mean that each of us is willing do what we say.  Trust is built on a number of
experiences where faithfulness is demonstrated.  The quality of relationships is measured in
the amount of love that exist between the two people.  It is so much better if you can not only
count on what someone says, but also can know that whatever the person does it will be with
your best interest in mind.  No where do we see such a relationship better illustrated than in
the relationship that God has with man.  We see a covenant-making God who is always true
to His word, that operates out of selfless love in our behalf.  

Relationships do not have to be between equals.  The parent-child relationship and
the God-man relationship are two examples of one participant having greater influence in the
relationship.  Often it is necessary for that greater influence to be exercised.  An example of
that is found in the situation where David wanted to build a Temple for God.  David had
united the nation of Israel and had put down opposition of the heathen elements in the land.
He had established Jerusalem as the capital city and had moved the Ark of the Covenant
there.  He had himself a fine house and yet the Ark (which represented the presence of God)
did not have a permanent house.  David wanted to correct that situation.  He shared his idea
with the prophet Nathan.  Nathan thought that it was a good idea and told him to proceed
with his plans.  But God had a different idea.

II SAMUEL 7:4-7  It is important to remember that even though the nation of Israel
had a king, God was still in charge.  He called the shots.  Not all of the kings that followed
David were obedient to God's direction through His prophets and that led to much trouble.
Notice, also, that God's message to David did not come directly to David but through the
prophet Nathan.  There may be an obvious lesson here for our nation.  Even though we don't
want the churches running the government and the government running the churches, our
lawmakers should be making laws that are in accordance with the revealed word of God if
this nation is to prosper or even survive.  

David was very grateful to God for all that He had done for him and for Israel.  He
looked at the fine house that he had built for himself and saw that the Ark of the Covenant
was still housed in a tent and thought that the situation was just not right.  It was not God's
plan for David to build a Temple.  David was known as a man of war.  He had constantly
been involved in some sort of conflict ever since he was anointed to be king over Israel.
God's plan called for Solomon, a man of peace, to build the Temple.  

In the message that God sent to David through Nathan, God reminded David that He
had not asked for a house in all the  years that the Ark had been with the people.  Eventually,
a Temple was built that did honor God which shows that it was God's will that a Temple be
constructed.  However, we can learn from this situation that God's will is more than WHAT,
it is also WHEN, HOW and by WHOM.  



Even though God had not asked for a house, God was pleased that David wanted to
build a house for Him.  The willingness of our heart is important in our relationship to God.

II SAMUEL 7:8-11A  God used this opportunity to remind David of his humble
beginnings and how God had chosen him to be king of Israel.  David may have been feeling
pretty good about how much he had accomplished and may have needed to be reminded that
it was God that had made David's name to be great.  God had also established the children
of Israel in the land and it was His intent that they would be there forever and would dwell
in peace.  Even though God had promised the land to Abraham and his descendants, the
people were just at this time really gaining control over the land.  Most of the peoples in that
area of the world were and many still are wandering nomads.  The children of Israel would
be firmly established in the land and would not be like the nomads or even as their ancestors
had been in the time of the wilderness wanderings.  These people were just coming out of
the time of the judges which had seen a series of oppression by the heathen neighbors and
now God had used David to defeat these ancient enemies of the Israelites.  

The nation of Israel had it made and they really didn't realize what they had.  If they
had been obedient to God's commands and not turned away to doing things their own way
and following after other Gods, then peace and prosperity would have continued.  We know
from the history of these people that did not happen.  

II SAMUEL 7:11B-16  David started out with the idea of building a house for God
and instead he found that God was building a house for him.  It was not a house of wood or
even of bricks and mortar, but a lineage or dynasty of kings that would lead the nation.
Again, the people of Israel had such an opportunity for true greatness and because of
disobedience this promise to them was not fully realized in the line of earthly kings.
However, God's promises are for sure and the realization of the promise is fulfilled in Jesus
Christ who was (in the flesh) a direct descendant of David and who truly fulfilled the role
of being a Son to His Father God.  His house and His kingdom is forever.

We can learn as David did that God is not confined to time or space and that His
promises are sure.  We can realize the outworking of these promises in the physical to the
extent that we walk with Him and are obedient to His precepts.  We can also learn that the
good that we accomplish is a direct result of God working in our lives and the more we
surrender to Him the more good He can accomplish through us.  God is gracious in that He
realizes that even though we intend to do what is right, there are times we will miss the mark
and He stands ready to forgive and to restore us to fellowship with Himself.


