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CLAIMING GOD'S PROMISE

For thousands of years, people thought that the earth was the center of everything.  They
thought that the sun moved around the earth.  Later on discoveries were made showing that the sun
is the center of the solar system and the earth rotates on its axis and revolves about the sun.  The sun
is central rather than the earth.  It really gives us a different perspective when we know how things
really are.  I can remember that when I was preschool age and thought that the world revolved around
me.  I thought that everyone took a nap when I did.  Obviously, I did not grasp the big picture.  

I think that sometimes our relationship with God is at such an immature level that we think
in terms of what we are doing or should be doing for God.  We read the Bible from the perspective
of "Abraham's or Moses' walk with God" rather than seeing it as "what God was doing through
Abraham, Moses, Isaiah, and Paul."  Inadvertently, we take on a humanistic outlook that claims man
is the center of everything.  This is similar to the ancient thinking that the earth was the center of the
universe.  This idea expresses itself in our concern about what we are going to do for God or how
we can find God's will for our lives.  The proper perspective is "What is God doing and how can we
fit in with His plans and purpose?"

Even though David was a man after God's own heart (1 Sam 13:14), he thought in terms of
what he could do for God rather than seeing what God would do through him.  David wanted to build
a house for God because David had built such a nice house for himself.  It is interesting that we
NEVER find any reference in the Bible where God asks any person to dream up what he wants to
do for God.  Understanding what God is about to do where we are is more important than telling God
what we want to do for Him.  We could compare this to a little child who receives some money as
a birthday present and he is so proud and thankful for what he has that he wants to share it with his
parents.  This attitude is commendable but how significant is it relative to the security of a home, the
financial investment his parents will make in his education and health, or the inheritance he will
receive later on in life?  What is important to the parents of this child is not the value of the money
the child wants to give them, but the obedience, the cooperation and the desire to succeed the child
has.  The parent sees the bigger picture for the life of the child.  It is not what the child can or will
do for the parent but what the parent can and will do for the child that will make a difference.  The
same thing is true in our relationship with God.  It is a completely different perspective.  I believe that
in understanding this analogy we get a glimpse of what is meant when in Isaiah 55:8 God said "For
My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are My ways your ways.  As the heavens are higher than
the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways."

In the situation with David, the important thing was NOT that David build a cedar "house"
in which God would dwell, but that God was going to build a "house" or lineage with David's family.
When David told the prophet Nathan that he wanted to build a cedar house for the Ark of God,
Nathan thought it was a great idea.  God quickly informed Nathan of the error of that plan and
Nathan had to go back to David with the change of plan.  When Nathan told David what God was
planning to do and that his kingdom would be established forever, then David could see how much
better God's plan was than his.  When we see the greatness of God compared to ourselves, the proper
response is worship.

2 SAMUEL 7:18-20  David has a quality of humility in that did not think that he deserved
what God was doing for him.  He knew he had come from a humble background and there nothing
spectacular about himself that would merit such blessings as he had received from God.  To add to
his amazement, God had even greater plan for the future for David's posterity.  

David asked a very interesting question:  "Is this the way God usually deals with people?"
What do you think?  If we recognize God's greatness and our humble condition, if we are obedient
to His word and focused on God rather than ourselves, then I believe God does and will deal with
us in a way that exceeds our greatest expectations.  We, as was David, will be speechless in that we
will not know what to say.

2 SAMUEL 7:21-24  The basis for God was doing, is doing and will do is His purpose and
His plans and His very nature.  Just as God made His word and his will known to David, He tells us



what He is doing in the world around us.  We have the Scriptures, we see Him at work around us,
and we commune with Him in prayer.  As we experience Him we come to realize, just as David did,
that God truly is great.

If we have a great God, then we will be a great people.  Christians should be the best in the
world.  We should set the standard for excellence in everything that is good and right and pure and
holy.  After all, we have the God of Creation dwelling in us.

2 SAMUEL 7:25-29  Apparently, David got the message that ultimate success was not
dependant on what he would or could or should do.  Notice that his prayer is focused on God and
God's promises.  I have seen signs around that state "If it is to be, then it is up to me."  I'm not even
sure that is good poetry, but it is certainly bad theology.  This is humanistic motivational psychology.
This is where David started in his plans to build a house for God.  But look at the complete change
in his focus.  No wonder he is described as "a man after God's own heart."  David's prayer is for God
to do as He had promised.

David also recognized that the outcome from his working with God on what God was doing
would result in God being glorified.  "Then men will say, 'The LORD Almighty is God over Israel!'"
David was not concerned about his fame but he saw that the proper outcome was that God's name
would be great forever.  If the world is going to be a better place and if mankind is going to save from
its sinful nature and find eternal life, then it will not be because people look to some human leader.
Salvation will happen only if people look to Jesus.

God told David what He was doing and David immediately aligned his desires with what God
wanted.  Agreement with the word of God is essential to our being able to "walk with God."  We
need to realize that we can't go where God is going unless we are walking with Him.  God gives us
His word is so that we may know it and obey it.

David recognized that God could be trusted and knew God wanted only what was best for
him and of Israel.  The problem with many people today is that they really do not trust God.  Most
people who claim Christianity as their "religion" think they know what is best for themselves and have
deep-seated doubts about whether God's way really is best for them in their situation.  If confronted
with what the scriptures say, they often reply, "Well, this is different."  

We come back to David's question of how God relates to people.   "Is this the way God
usually deals with people?"  The decision is ours.  We can focus on ourselves or we can focus on
God.  We can try to do it our way or we can claim God's promises.


