
FAMILY REBELLION

David’s life was full of challenges and many problems.  He handled these quite well up until
the time the problems started touching his family.  Many, if not all these problems were a direct result
of David yielding to the temptation of becoming sexually involved with another man’s wife.  The
story is familiar to those acquainted with the Old Testament  narratives.  David saw a beautiful
woman and desired to have her.  Since he was king, he usually got what he wanted.  He tried to cover
up the sin.  Fearful that Bathsheba was pregnant, he encourage her husband to have relations with
Bathsheba before he returned to the battle field.  Uriah refused because he didn’t think it would be
right for him to do this when his fellow soldiers did not have the opportunity to be with their wives.
David was so desperate that he arranged to have Uriah put in the heat of battle and have everyone
withdraw fro him so he would be killed.  Such a blatant act was so obvious that word got back to
Nathan the prophet.  Nathan had the responsibility to challenge David with what he had done and to
tell him of God’s judgment .  The first tragedy that struck was that the son born to Bathsheba died
not long after he was born.

David had other sons and the sin of David affected these also.  One of the sons was Amnon.
He wanted to have sexual relations with his sister Tamar.  She would not agree, so he forced her.
He then despised her and sent her away in shame.  His half brother Absalom learned about the
situation and arranged to have Amnon killed.  Absalom then fled and lived in exile for several years.
Several people finally convinced David to let Absalom return to Jerusalem.  For two years David
refused to even see him.  Absalom prevailed upon David’s general Joab to get David to agree to allow
him to visit David.  David finally agreed and he forgave Absalom.  Absalom then set out to turn
everyone in Israel against David.  

2 SAMUEL 15:2-6 Absalom would have made a good modern day politician.  He acted
friendly to everyone and told everyone what they wanted to hear.  He carried out this campaign for
about four years.  He was so charming he stole the hearts of the people.  He did not earn their
admiration since all his words and what he did was just a sham.  He really did not care for the people,
he simply wanted to use them for his own purposes.

2 SAMUEL 15:7-12 Absalom had gained enough supporters that he was ready to overthrow
the government of his father.  He used the ruse of going on a religious retreat in Hebron so he would
not arouse suspicion in David.  The rebellion was well organized and carefully planned.  Absalom had
even infiltrated the top levels of the government and had supporters among David’s top advisers.
Ahithophel was an example of this support.

When word came to David that Absalom was leading a revolt, he immediately left Jerusalem
to avoid a battle there.  He was concerned that many innocent people might be hurt.  David left
behind ten concubines to look after the palace.  He also sent his own supporters to pretend loyalty
to Absalom so that he could be inside information and maybe even have a chance to give Absalom
some bad advice.

Absalom came into Jerusalem and set up himself as the ruler.  He followed the advice of
Ahithophel and went into the ten concubines his father David had left behind and he defiled them.
Again, upon the advice of Ahitophel, he planned to immediately pursue David and those who fled
with him.  However, Hushai gave different advice.  Hushai (who was loyal to David) advised that he
should wait until he was better organized.  This would give David some extra time to prepared for
an attack by Absalom.  Hushai’s advice was accepted by Absalom and this action was seen by
Ahitophel as a personal defeat and he responded by committing suicide.  Hushai also convinced



Absalom to personally lead the search for David.  
David’s advisers persuaded him to not go out to the battle with Absalom’s forces.  As it

turned out, David’s forces were much more experienced and they carried the day in the battle that
followed.  During his escape, Absalom rode under a tree and was caught between two branches.  He
was left suspended there as his mount ran off.  David’s general Joab killed Absalom.  There was not
joy in the victory since David had lost his son.  He mourned for Absalom and seem to show more
concern for his rebellious son than he did the all the loyal subjects who had risked their lives to
protect David.

Rebellion continued on several fronts.  Sheba tried to lead an unsuccessful revolt.  Later on,
another son of David (Adonijah) attempted to set himself up as king.  When David heard of this he
had Solomon crowned king because he had promised Bathsheba that Solomon (her son) would be
the next king.  

All in all, the life of David was full of problems.  Most of these came as a consequence of his
own wrong choices.  David also had many problems that were a result of his being called by God to
do God’s will.  For an outside, casual observer, it would be difficult, if not impossible, to tell the
difference in the problems.  However, David knew which was which.  In the case where the problems
were a result of being in the center of God’s will he rose up in victory over the problems and had an
inner peace.  In the other cases where he had problems as a result of being outside of God’s will,
there was no inner peace.  

All this points us to be careful to not judge others who are having problems because we
cannot tell if what they are experiencing is a result of them being in or out of God’s will.  However,
as we examine our own difficulties we should try to determine the cause.  If our problems are a result
of doing what God wants us to do, then we can take heart and press on knowing that victory will
come and we can have an inner peace that passes understanding.  On the other hand, if we know that
the difficulties we face were caused by our being outside of God’s will, then the first thing we should
do is to seek his forgiveness and return to Him.  There will still be consequences for the sin, but God
will provide the strength for us to make it through the difficulty.


