
DEPENDENCE
Each year in the middle of the summer our nation has a national holiday.  Most of us generally refer
to this time as the Fourth of July.  I think that the official name for this holiday is Independence Day.
We used to make a big deal about the origin of this celebration - there would be a lot of talk about
how our forefather declared their separation and independence from England.  Most of us don’t even
think about that anymore; however, the idea and concept of our being an independent people is still
pretty strong.  We see this tendency in young children who want to “do things” for themselves.  Even
the little ones want to “push the button.”  We see it among teenagers as they want to break free from
parental influence.  We see it playing out when people quit their jobs and start their own businesses.
Even as we age, the spirit of independence is alive and well as the elderly want to hold on to their
drivers license and want to live in their own home rather than go to assisted living or move in with
their children.  

We might wonder if all these things are good or bad.  The answer is “Yes.”  The spirit of
independence can be both good and bad!  We want our children to grow up and start taking on
responsibility.  We recognize that independence and freedom are closely related. However, when we
closely look at our situations, none of us are truly independent.  There are no self-made men.  No one
is able to pick themselves up by their boot straps.  True wisdom is found in discovering the right
balance between dependence and independence.  

What happens a lot of times is that we start a project and go after it with a lot of enthusiasm.  We
make some progress and then we start running into difficulty and criticism and disappointment, and
the project get put on the back burner because we ran out of our own resources - our independence
was not sustainable.  It may have a good project.  It may have been something we believed the Lord
wanted us to do.  Great ideas, unless they are completed, don’t amount to much except being great
ideas.  

When the Jews came back to Judah following the Babylonian captivity, they were all inspired to
rebuild the temple.  They got started and made progress and then the opposition and criticism started.
They had finished the foundation but then other priorities took over and at the time of the writings
of Haggai and Zechariah, it had been 16 years since they had been back and the job still had not been
done.  Zachariah had eight prophetic visions that related to the specific situation of the time in which
he lived and also pointed to the Church Age in which we live.  

First Vision:  The Horsemen in the myrtle grove... the horsemen on Patrol (1:7-17):
A report of riders saying that the nations are at ease. This sounds good, but everywhere you see this
phrase it has bad connotations. It really means that the nations are sitting fat and sassy, i.e.
self-satisfied.  The implication (in Zechariah’s time) was that the Jews were more interested in
building their own fine homes and taking care of business as usual than they were about completing
the work of building the temple on the already finished foundation.  The implication for us is that the
foundation (which is Christ Jesus) has been laid and we are to be about completing the construction
of the temple (individuals and the church universal) on that foundation.  However, we as they were,
are “at ease.”  We have a tendency to be self-satisfied.



Second Vision:  The Four Horns and Four Craftsmen (1:18-21):
The horns were instruments of discipline that God used to scatter his people. They were the foreign
nations that oppressed Israel. Throughout the Old Testament  we see that the word “horn” is used
for strength or military might.  The purpose was to bring humility to Israel. That is the purpose of all
of God’s discipline.  The craftsmen come to tear down the horns that have scattered Jerusalem. What
we have is a pattern. Horn #1 comes to discipline Jerusalem, but they are too hard on the Jews, so
God sends craftsman #1 to whittle on the first horn. (The craftsman is the one who can fashion a
horn.) The craftsman then becomes the next horn to discipline Israel. But they are too hard on Israel
and then next craftsman comes along. The point is that God will discipline you and me... to become
humble, saints!  In the Church Age, there are those who criticize and persecute the Church and we
should be seeing such things as wake-up call for us to get rid of pride and to return to the Lord and
He will build us up.  As it is stated in Ephesians 4:11, God has set some in the church to build-up the
body.  

Third Vision:  The man with a Measuring Line (2:1-13):
For Zechariah’s day, the measuring of Jerusalem could simply indicate that it would be large enough
for the returning Jews (not all had returned) and that its walls would provide protection.  In a
prophetic sense, the New Jerusalem (the church) would not need walls since the Lord would be a wall
of fire around her.  The measuring tape has been thought to denote the conformity of the church to
the rule of God’s word, whether it professes  true doctrines, does the church observe the ordinances
and does the walk and life of it members agree with the word of God.  

Fourth Vision:  Clean Garments for the High Priest: (3:1-10):
The high priest (Joshua) was seen in filthy garments and was been opposed and accused by Satan.
This picture was representative of the priesthood among the Jews in Zachariah’s day.  Jerusalem and
its people and the priesthood established by God were still His choices and the Lord showed this by
rebuking Satan and providing clean garments for the high priest.  The name Joshua (or Yehoshua)
was transliterated into the Greek text as Iesous which, in English, was rendered Jesus.  This picture
of the high priest (Joshua or Jesus) in filthy garments is a picture of our High Priest (God the Son)
taking on the sins of the world so that we would not have to bear our sin.  

Fifth Vision:  The Menorah, the Gold Lamp stand and the Two Olive Trees (4:1-14).
This vision was a message directed to Zerubbabel the political leader of the Jews, assuring him the
Lord would enable him to completely rebuild the temple in spite of all the problems.  (Will come back
to this later.)

Sixth Vision:  The Flying Scroll (5:1-4):
The purpose of the scroll was to curse the land of those who swear and steal. Swearing and stealing
are probably summary terms for the two halves of the law. The first half, swearing, refers to sins
against God and second half, stealing, refers to sins against man. You don’t get away with sin. God
sees it and will purge the land!  In the longer term prophetic sense, we can see this as assurance that
in the New Jerusalem there will be no one allowed who commits iniquity.  

Seventh Vision:  The Woman in the Ephah (in a Basket) (5:5-11):
This represented wickedness which was to be contained (restrained) by the basket and the lead lid that



was put on the basket.  The destination of the basket was to go to the plain of Shinar which was the
location of Babylon and previously the Tower of Babel.  The woman is representative of Semiramis
who was the wife of Nimrod the builder of Babel.  She is representative of all the false religions.  This
woman also appears in Chapter 17 of the Revelation in which we see the final destruction of
wickedness.   

Eighth Vision:  Four Chariots (6:1-8)
These are described as the four spirits of the heavens that go out into all the earth.  Some have
thought these might be in reference to the various kingdoms that had and would arise to do the work
God was accomplishing throughout the earth.  The Red - Chaldeans/Babylonians, Black - Medes and
Persians, White - Grecians, and the Dappled - Romans.  This succession of kingdoms would
culminate with the coming of the Messiah.  

The Conclusion of these came about with the crowning of the high priest Joshua  with a gold crown.
This event  would have strong reference to the Messiah and His being declared King of kings.  

REVISITING THE FIFTH VISION:
Zech 4:1-5 
1 ¶  Now the angel who talked with me came back and wakened me, as a man who is wakened out
of his sleep.  2  And he said to me, "What do you see?" So I said, "I am looking, and there is a
lampstand of solid gold with a bowl on top of it, and on the stand seven lamps with seven pipes to
the seven lamps.  3  "Two olive trees are by it, one at the right of the bowl and the other at its left."

4  So I answered and spoke to the angel who talked with me, saying, "What are these, my
lord?"  5  Then the angel who talked with me answered and said to me, "Do you not know what these
are?" And I said, "No, my lord."

These visions of Zechariah are commonly referred to as night visions.  He was sleeping and was
roused from his sleep by this vision.  The physical explanation of what he saw was a menorah with
a continuous supply of oil (a reservoir connected to two olive trees)  to the seven lamps on the
menorah.  So when the angel asked “What do you see?” he was not wanting a physical description,
but he wanted to know if Zechariah understood what it meant.  When you look at an object or events
or even the whole sweep of history, what do you see?  Most anyone can see the obvious and describe
the physical appearance.  People write articles or books to describe what the eye can see but little is
written to tell us the spiritual significance of what is there.  The angel was really asking Zechariah,
“What is the meaning of what you see?”  We should be looking at everything around us: people,
events, objects, etc. with the thought in mind of “what does this mean in the scope of what God is
doing in human history?”  The problem is that most of us will wind up concluding as did Zechariah,
“I don’t really know!”  Here we see one of the limitations of our “independence.”  There are things
which we cannot know apart from a revelation from God.  If there was ever a reason for prayer,
mediation, and Bible study, it is this.  We cannot have the necessary spiritual insight needed to
interpret what is happen all around us apart from the discernment that God gives us from His Holy
Spirit.  

6  So he answered and said to me: "This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: ‘Not by might nor
by power, but by My Spirit,’ Says the LORD of hosts.  7  ‘Who are you, O great mountain? Before



Zerubbabel you shall become a plain! And he shall bring forth the capstone With shouts of "Grace,
grace to it!"’"  8  Moreover the word of the LORD came to me, saying:  9  "The hands of
Zerubbabel Have laid the foundation of this temple; His hands shall also finish it. Then you will
know That the LORD of hosts has sent Me to you.  10  For who has despised the day of small things?
For these seven rejoice to see the plumb line in the hand of Zerubbabel. They are the eyes of the
LORD, Which scan to and fro throughout the whole earth."   Zechariah 4:6-10

Since Zechariah did not have the answer, then the angel revealed to him the explanation. The essence
of the vision was a message to Zerubbabel that the work that was to be accomplished could not be
done in human strength and power but would be accomplished by the Spirit of God.  The realization
of our dependence on God and the fact that we cannot do anything of lasting significance in our own
strength is a good starting and ending point in anything we do.  This did not mean that the people
were not to be actively working and engaged in the work, but it was not to be in their own power.

We find application in the church regarding the work we are to do in the words of Jesus in John 14
where told us “The works that I do, you shall do, and greater works because I go to My Father Who
will send the Holy Spirit who will be with you and in you.”  (This statement is paraphrasing several
verses.)  

Zerubbabel was discouraged by the mountain of problems, opposition, criticisms, and even the work
itself.  He needed to know that the job was not impossible.  There is nothing that will stop a project
or program from going forward like a conclusion that it is just impossible to do.  The promise in verse
7 was that the mountain would be leveled and that the headstone (signaling the completion of the
work) would be put into its proper place.  Not only that but the people would recognize that what
was done was by the grace of God.  

How does this apply to us in today’s work of the Kingdom of God.  There have always been
opposition to the what God is doing in and through the Church.  We see a lot of opposition, ridicule,
criticism, and barriers - it is like a mountain.  An honest assessment of what needs to be done would
conclude that it is impossible to do.  This can be very discouraging; however, we need to remember
the message that God sent to Zerubbabel - “Not by might . . .”  

We can be greatly encourage by what we see in verse 9.  Just as Zerubbabel laid the foundation for
the temple in Jerusalem, Christ Jesus has laid the foundation for the church.  We see that Zerubbabel
would also finish the temple and in a parallel fashion, Christ will finish and complete His church.
When the temple in Jerusalem was completed, then the people knew that the message that came to
Zechariah was from God - it was vindication of his prophecy.  In the same way, when the church is
completed, then all will know the truth of the word of God and the sufficiency of His Plan of
Salvation.  

Why was vindication going to be needed?  Look at verse 10.  When the temple foundation was laid
there was a mixed reaction.  Some rejoiced and other cried.  Those that wept could remember the
temple that Solomon had built and this new temple was pretty small compared to that.  They (as well
as the enemies of the Jews)  concluded that what they were doing  was insignificant.  It was
disregarded as being anything important.  In the same way, when the church began with Jesus and



small band of disciples and especially when Jesus was crucified, few gave any significance to this
small beginning.  The same thing can happen today when any new work for the Lord is started.  Such
things typically begin very small and then as the Lord empowers the work, it grows and its
importance is vindicated.  

While some despised the small beginning, there were others who rejoiced when they saw the work
begin and as it progressed.  The work is symbolized in the picture of Zerubbabel with a plumb line
that was making sure that the building was being done in a proper way.  Not only did they see the
plumb line but they also saw “the seven.”  To what (or to whom) does “the seven” refer?  The most
recent mention of seven in this vision was the seven lamp on the menorah.  The who picture of the
vision was to say that it was God’s Spirit at work.  So, we could conclude that those who were
encourage and rejoicing saw that the Spirit of God was in the work that Zerubbabel was doing.
Obviously, they did not see it with physical eyes but discerned that God was empowering the work.

The explanation in verse 10 is that these “seven” are the eyes of the Lord that run to and fro through
the whole earth.  There is a similar passage in two place in the Revelation

Rev 4:5  And out of the throne proceeded lightnings and thunderings and voices: and there
were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God.
Rev 5:6  And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and in the
midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes,
which are the seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth.
In Isaiah 11:2 we find the seven Spirits named:
Isa 11:2  And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the
LORD;

Zechariah 4:11-14
11 ¶  Then I answered and said to him, "What are these two olive trees—at the right of the
lampstand and at its left?"  12  And I further answered and said to him, "What are these two olive
branches that drip into the receptacles of the two gold pipes from which the golden oil drains?"  13
Then he answered me and said, "Do you not know what these are?" And I said, "No, my lord."   14
So he said, "These are the two anointed ones, who stand beside the Lord of the whole earth."

So far, Zechariah has asked about what he is seeing three times.  In verse 4, he less specific in asking
“What are these?”  In verse 11 he asks about the two olives (meaning trees).   Then in verse 12 he
inquires more specifically with regard to the stream of olive oil coming from the trees.  In most
versions the word rendered “branches” is (in the Hebrew)  “shibboleth” which literally means a
flowing stream.  

The answer given by the angel has created more speculation by commentators than you could
imagine.  The olive trees represent the “two sons of oil” (anointed ones) who stand by (beside) the
Lord of the earth. The word translated “stand” could also be rendered “appointed.”  When I read that
someone is standing by the Lord of the whole earth, then I tend to think that he is in the very presence
of the Lord.  If that is the case, then one could argue that the two trees represent the Son and the



Holy Spirit who are at one with the Father.  If we think that “stand by” means to align oneself with
the Lord, then arguments could be made that the two trees are  Israel and the Church.  Others have
suggested that it refers to the Law and Gospel.  One the other hand, if the idea of “appointed” is used,
then the trees likely refer simply to Zerubbabel (the governor) and Joshua (the high priest) through
whom the Holy Spirit of God (oil) was to flow so that the work of shining the light of the glory of
God (the menorah) would go forward and find it culmination in completing the temple.  

 
 


